
  ñRise and Shine!ò 

ñArise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the 

Lord rises upon you. See, darkness covers the earth and thick 

darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you and 

His glory appears over you. Nations will come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your dawn.ò (Isaiah 60:1-3) 

 

This message was written by the great prophet Isaiah some 700 years before the birth of Jesus    

in Bethlehem. However, every time we read or hear this word of the Lord it continually reveals 

to us the Light of the World, Jesus Christ. As the days become shorter during the winter months, 

more and more of our day is cover with darkness. Many people will suffer from depression or 

mood swings do to their lack of exposure to the sun. This ever increasing darkness signals for  

us the coming of winter snow and freezing temperatures. However, there is still another type    

of darkness that we in the world must overcome, the darkness of sin and death. This darkness 

covers the whole earth and it is so thick that even in the midst of the summer sun we can become 

lost and loss our way. If left unchecked this darkness has the ability to consume the heart and the 

soul with its despair and hopelessness.  

ñButò Isaiah announces to the world, ñthe Lord rises upon us.ò With these words God begins to 

break into the darkness of sin and death. Like the first warm rays of sunlight push back the cold 

winter darkness, so Isaiahôs words of hope begin to push back the darkness of sin and death. No 

longer do we grope about our way. No longer are we left to own foolish wisdom and limited 

resources. No longer do we live in despair brought on by the lack of the Son.  No, on this new 

day we, ñArise,ò and ñshine,ò for our light has come upon us! 

Even after so many years, the joy of Jesus birth continues to draw all mankind to Him. Jesus, 

through Word and Sacrament, continues to shine upon us brighten our lives with the warm rays 

of His Gospel. In a world that is hurting and searching for meaning God has called to be like the  

moon in the evening sky reflecting the joy of Isaiah words to all those around us. As we let the 

gospel light shine in our lives we become a beacon for others who sit in darkness leading them 

to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

On that first Christmas, heaven and earth proclaimed 

Godôs wondrous love. The angels shared the message 

with the shepherds, who in turned shared the message 

with others. Later John the Baptist, witnessed to the 

light of Christ. As individual Christians we have been 

given the opportunity and the reasonability to do what 

John did, to testify to ñthe true light that gives light to 

every man.ò (John 1:9). May the joy of this Advent and 

Christmas season cause us to ñRise and Shineò with 

Godôs love pour out into our lives through Jesus Christ, 

the Light of the World.   
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Board of Elders  

Bruce Siebarth (Director), Steve Gilmore, Don Haft, Jerry Merritt, Ed Tritt 

Greetings from the Board of Elders in this season of Advent.  As we prepare for the birth of The 

Christ, we are also preparing for Easter. Easter is the main reason He came to earth. Christmas is 

important, but we do not want to forget the main reason He came, to die in our place. As we gather 

with friends and family we should remember all Christians around the world who do not have the 

freedom to openly gather together under the threat of bodily harm or even death. Many do perish 

for taking an open stand for Christ. 

The time may come when we too will have to take a stand for our faith. In the USA we may not 

lose our life but we will be shunned by many people. How much do you see Christ in the stores,  

on television, and in the newspaper? We should be outraged by the political correctness of not   

offending anyone.   

As you travel this Advent and Christmas season remember the reason for the season. Take your 

Bible and your devotion materials with you. 

Have a Blessed Christmas season. 

Bruce Siebarth    

In this season of Advent as we wait for the Lord to come, may we all remember thatôs itôs not 

about the shopping, stressing, planning or buying but about the expecting, waiting, hoping and 

praying.  Rememberé.If youôre sick of Christmas by December 25th then you havenôt done       

Advent correctly. (taken from bustedhalo.com/advent) 

 

Wishing you a blessed Advent Season! 

Your Chairman, 

Brad Garner 

Chairman of the Congregation  

Brad Garner 
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Family Filling Station 

In the busy market driven world that we find ourselves what can a Christian 

family do to preserve the childlike joy of Christmas while at the same time 

be reminded of the birth of Jesus. One idea I found was during the Thanks-

giving, Advent, and Christmas season is to create and take part in family 

ñfilling stationsò. Just as we fill up our cars to go to grandmaôs house, so we 

must continually fill up our spiritual tanks during these holiday seasons so 

that we donôt hit empty. Below are just a few ways that you can create your 

own set of traditions that go with the holidays and keep you filled up to 

Godôs grace.  

 

Fill Your Home with Music  

In years gone by, caroling had a special significance, particularly in rural communities. A procession of  

cars would travel from farm house to farm house. Caroling began outside, beneath the stars. Then lights 

would appear inside, and all were invited to enter. More carols were sung. Cookies, hot chocolate and other 

goodies were served. Over the years the youth group has caroled at local nursery homes and membersô 

homes bringing the good news of Christ birth to those the world might have forgotten. Take time to become 

like the angels that first Christmas and share the news of Jesus birth everyone through songs and carols.  

Fill Your Home with Fragrance 

I like this one, more then I should. Baking is traditional for us as it is for many families. While not as costly 

nor as rare as the gifts of the Magi, those cookies, pies, and other treats warm many hearts. Precious is the 

memory of a little one encased in flour from fingertip to tip of the nose, eyes sparkling above a dazzling 

smile of contentment as they bite into small gift of love.  

Pine is another traditional fragrance of Christmas. Unlimited are the choices of Christmas trees, and   

equally diverse are the decorations upon those trees. Many of ours have been accumulated over the yearsða 

combination of those handmade by the children, some purchased at after-Christmas sales, or given as gifts 

from family and friends. The most important decoration we place on our tree is a nail, hung in the center of 

the tree reminding us that Jesus was born so that one day He could die on a tree and take away all our sins.  

Fill Your Home with Praise and Prayer 

The Holidays are filled with praise and prayer. Take time to pause in   

the midst of all the extra stuff and reflect on the Lord. Personal and   

family devotions take on special meaning during Advent. Advent 

wreaths provide a special focal point for family devotions during the 

holidays. Setting aside a few moments after a meal to light the Advent 

candle and read a Scripture adds so much richness to the familyôs  

Christmas preparations.  

So this holiday season if all the worries of life drain your energy and take 

away your joy then go to one of these ñfilling stationsò and together with 

your family fill up on the goodness of the Lord. Celebrate all that the 

Lord has given you at Home, in the Church and in the Community.   



LWML MITES  

 Every time "I"  prayerfully put mites into my mite box, "I"  give myself to         

Jesus.  Without "I"   we are empty, we cannot fund our projects, we cannot send 

missionaries; we cannot show through our LWML the love that Jesus showed for 

us.  We cannot serve our Jesus or those for whom He died on the cross. Keep 

the mites coming so we can tell of Jesus Saving Grace. 

Thank you, Mighty God, for showing us that each one is important for the spreading of the 

Kingdom.  Bless these mites which we give to serve You and to witness to those who do not know 

You, as well as to our Christian brothers and sisters in various ministries, whose needs we meet 

through them.  Only You, who, are the Great Multiplier, can supply the needs, both spiritual and 

physical, of your church throughout the world.  In Jesus' name.  Amen.    

 

LWML Rep. Eileen Redman 

 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOW - THANK YOU!  

I want to thank all who helped.  This is a very big job and with everyone pitching in it came off 

good.  Thank you to Robyn Hintz chairmen of decorating the fellowship hall. Those who helped 

decorate and set up fellowship hall Sunday were Wayne Davis, Mike Hintz, Ken Huner, Mark 

Roberts, Mark Conrad, and Darlene Gergely. Marking the booths Jim and Joyce Conrad. Bake Sale 

Chairmen  Darlene Gergely and helpers Madelyn Schafer and Paulin Hammond. Kitchen Chairmen 

Rebecca Roberts, helpers Jane Griggs, SuniJo Roberts, Sharon Moeller. Help vendors with the 

door on Friday, Arthur Butler and Liz Harris. Saturday Greeters were Beth Loesch and Eleanor 

Price.  Saturday Clean Up Crew and set up for Sunday were Tim Bowen, Donna Olsen, Lorrie & 

Sarah Tritt, Mark & Donna Conrad, Johan, Liz, Nick & Ben Isaly, Steve,Judi, Josie & Beka      

Gilmore. Thanks to Wayne Davis for making all the signs putting them up and taking them down. 

Thank you to all the people who brought baked items. Thanks to all the willing hands to serve in 

this way.  God's Blessing to all of you. 

Christmas Craft Show General Chairman - Eileen Redman 
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Eileen Redman, LWML Representative 



Board of Christian Education  

 Robyn Adams, Judi Gilmore, Tammy Pape, Kim Wilke 

 

 

 

This month the Board is focusing on Christmas and all that we as a congregation are doing to    

prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of our Savior.  Bible Studies will continue on      

Tuesdays and Sundays for the month with the following exceptions for the holiday break: 

Tuesday, Dec 13 & 27 there will be no 9am Bible Study 

Saturday, December 24 & 31, there will be no Menôs Breakfast Bible Study at 8am or  

Confirmation at 10am 

Sunday, December 25 and January 1st, there will be no Bible Study, Sunday School at 9am, 

or Womenôs Bible Study at 6pm 

 

The Childrenôs Christmas Service will be on Sunday, December 18th at 10:30am.  There will        

be Sunday school that day.  The kids will meet in their rooms, have large group and then move  

upstairs to run through the service.  Instrumentalists will be meeting at this time as well.  Please see 

the Sunday school article for more details.   

 

Christmas is a great time to invite family and friends to Emmanuel.  We canôt wait to see you all 

this month as we celebrate the birth of our Savior.   

 

 

Faith Chest/ Milestone Ministry 

 

This new ministry at Emmanuel has been developed to provide our children with the tools they  

will need for their faith walk.  At the start of this program we presented Brayden Havelka with a 

chest on his baptism day and encouraged his parents to fill it with reminders and tools to increase 

his faith.  Emmanuel would like to invite all of our families to do the same.  There are lots of     

different items you can collect for your childôs faith walk.  Some items may include bibles, story 

books and other mementos of their faith walk that you have received or can be one of the items we 

have available to purchase here at church.  During the Childrenôs Christmas Service we would like 

to invite parents, grandparents, Godparents or other family members to present their child with an 

item for their faith chest.  

Some suggestions might be: 

 

Ages Birth -2: Baptismal candle, pictures from their baptism, Arch Books, The Bible Story Book 

or other related board books.  

Ages 3-6:  My Devotions book, The Bible Story Book, Arch Books  

Ages 7-9:  My First Bible, the Bible Story Book, My Devotion Book 

Ages 10 and up:  A Study Bible or any of the above items 

 

We have age appropriate bibles, story books and other items in the Sunday school office (first 

classroom on the right upstairs) available for purchase. Prices range from $15 to $40 depending on 

the item.   CPH.org is also a great resource for more ideas. Orders for anything we donôt have in 

stock will need to be placed early so that they are here in time for the service on the 18th.  Items 

will be available at church and can be purchased through Robyn Adams or the church office.  

Please stop in for more details.   
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The Christmas tree is up in the sanctuaryé..so why isnôt it lit? 

The cultural celebration of the Christmas season    

between Thanksgiving and Christmas has had its   

influence on church life as well.  Usually, the point    

of contention is that with the increasing number of 

preparations and obligations that people have as 

Christmas approaches, we need to be able to put up 

the decorations and the Christmas tree early.  So then, 

why donôt we turn on the lights on the Christmas tree 

in the weeks before Christmas?  Advent is a season  

of preparation for something greater.  The mood of 

Advent does call for some restraint in deference to 

the ñtidings of great joyò that will be proclaimed at 

the Nativity and during its season.  Because of the 

association of light (reminding us of Christ as light  

of the world) and joy with Christmas, the lights are 

not turned on until after the Fourth Sunday in Advent 

when we make the transition from Advent (a time of 

preparation) to Christmas the season in which we 

hear the ñtidings of great joyò that the Savior of the 

world was born in Bethlehem.   

 

The 2012 Jr. High Lock-in is scheduled for January 20th at 7pm.  We are looking for adults to help    

supervise, feed, entertain, monitor and otherwise "watch" the youth during this overnight adveture.   The 

past 2 years, this lock-in has grown considerably, and we're hoping for even more kids this year!  If you 

are interested in helping out, or if you know of a youth in grades 5th through 8th that would be interested 

in attending, please contact Johan Isaly.  Merry Christmas from the Youth Group! 

 

Board of Youth  

Johan Isaly (Director), Robyn Adams, Carrie Drews, Judi Gilmore, Michael Gwilt 



 

Pack 707 has been busy!  To update the final results of our 2011 Popcorn Fundraiser, the boys 

soldé drum roll, pleaseé $6,160 in popcorn!  WOW, thatôs awesome!!  That breaks down to     

over $1200 sold per Scout ï something for these boys to be very proud of!  As a result, each of the   

5 boys qualified for the Silver Sellerôs Club, which earns them an extra patch and includes a special 

reward ï 2 free tickets to a U of M basketball game!  A huge Thank You goes out to everyone who 

purchased popcorn or donated during this yearôs popcorn sales.  Your support of Pack 707 and the 

Boy Scouts of America is very much appreciated. 

On November 5th, the boys attended the Red Wings game    

against the Anaheim Ducks.  We had 11 boys and 6 parents      

attend the Scout Night at Joe Louis Arena and receive a patch   

and commemorative stocking cap, along with a free 2012 Red 

Wings calendar for being there. The group even managed to get 

themselves on the big screen, not once, but twice!!  And to top it 

off, the Wings won with a 5-0 shut-out over the Ducks.  It was a 

great night!   

Also in November, the boys spent an evening at Buschôs in 

Clinton to assemble food bags for needy families in the area. 

Each bag contained canned veggies, peanut butter, noodles, 

mac & cheese and bottle water.  Using great teamwork, the 

boys (and their parents) assembled 72 bags in under an hour! 

Coming up in December, we will be just as busy!  Pack 707 

will be marching in the Tecumseh Christmas Parade (Dec. 

2nd) ahead of Emmanuelôs float, carrying the banner for the 

church.  The boys have been practicing their marching, so 

come on out and see us!  We will have our Christmas party and awards night on Dec. 6th.  Please join 

us to celebrate the boysô latest accomplishments!  Due to hectic schedules around Christmas-time, 

there will not be any Scout meetings    following Dec. 6th until after the New Year.  The boys will be 

going to the U of M basketball game (their Silver Sellerôs Club reward) on Dec. 17th.   

Pack 707 would like to welcome 2 new Cub Scouts ï Joe Barr and Sam Hoelzer.  Weôre glad to have 

you join us and look forward to learning together and sharing new experiences in the upcoming year!  

Cub Scouts is open to boys in grades 1st through 5th, or ages 6 to 11.  If you know of anyone who is 

interested in Scouting, please contact Mike Gwilt, Johan Isaly, or Pastor Adams.   

 

Merry Christmas from Cub Scouts Pack 707! 
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Scouts  
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Tecumseh  

Christmas Parade  


