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God Gave His Heart Away

S S churBn' ®remembers his

A\ In the midst of the

W & dark and cold days
of February
our hearts turn to-
ward that warm,
fuzzy feeling called
love. On February
14™ we lavish our
loved one with roses, jewelry, and kisses
(and this year maybe some sweets from
the Dessert Auction). Children and adults
alike hand out paper or candy hearts on
Valentindds | Dygpu e
thinking of youaemeshd
sages that each of us may receive from
that special someone in our lives.

Why is this day of love named after a
Saint of the Church? After some quick
research I found t h
and the saint it was named after really do
not have anything in common. St. Valen-
tine lived in the third century and was
bishop and a doctor of Terni in Italy. He
was martyred during the persecution of
Claudius for his faith and the early
testimony of

faith on February 14™.
5 $xhew @id his name become associated
with Valentinebds Day

find, the connection of St. Valentine and
love seems to come from an English be-
lief that birds chose their mates on the
14" of February. St.
had no hearts, no lost love reunited, no
happy ending. Val ent
being simply for the birds.

But as | sat in my chair contemplating
what to write next, | happened to look up
at the calendar | keep near my computer.
| glanced at the 14™ and noticed that the

following Wednesday was Ash Wednes-
day, the beginning of Lent. Just a few
days after Val
the church celebrates a time of deep per-
sonal reflection. It is a day when we are
reminded of our sin and that one day we
will die and return to the dust from which
we were created.

Then from the other room | heard singing.
It was Daniel and Sarah and they were
singing, fAJesus | ove
could. Jesus indeed loves me and you.
This is no mushy Kkin
is a real, sacrificial, unconditional, die on
the cross kind of love. God gave His heart
away knowing that some would reject it.
Knowing that some would throw it to the
ground and spit on it, but also knowing
that some would hold on to that love for
dear life.

God gave His heart away and nailed it to

a cross and turned His back on it for three

hours as Jesus suffered and died for us.

As they drove the nails into His flesh, Je-

sus said t o lanlthHinkingnaef n
you. 6 As He hung on t
to Jleveyoid When dar k
ered the earth and
is finishedo, he |

s a i You ardimine forever. 0

00

As you give your heart away this Valen-
tineds Day to the or
the man who this day is named after. Re-
member that he gave his life as a witness
of his faith in Jesus Christ. A faith that
reminds us that God loves us and that He
gave His heart away so that we could be
freed from sin and be His forever.
Pastor Adams

entineos
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Bone of my Bones

On a cold winter morning | was reminded of God
band and as a father. I dondt know about you b
creature in existence. As | enjoyed the cooler morning air | realized that my side of the bed was
being invaded by a pair of frozen probes bent on leeching away my bodies warmth. After sev-
eral minutes of playing dodge the frozen toes, | relented and surrendered my side of the bed to
Robyn.

As we snuggled together in the pre-morning bliss of no children being awake, | realized that we

fit together nicely forming a single frame. Rob
guestion wondering if I mi ssed the rib God /use
bones and f 1l esh of-23mAdani daid this whénGe first looRed atZEve in the

garden having received from God a wonderful /gif

not good for the man to be alone. (Genesis 2:18) Not then and not now that is why He has
given us each other - husband and wives - flesh and blood bound together in marriage. God
knew it was not good for man to be alone in the darkness of sin and death so that is why God
sent Jesus i flesh and blood- bound to us through faith and the water of our baptisms.

When God created Eve, He was giving both man and woman a new way of looking at creation.
A way to see more than either of them could see alone. The bible tells us, experience has
shown us, and now even science is saying that men and women are created different. We ex-
perience, think, rationalize, and feel differently. God made us this way on purpose so that in
marriage a couple learns to see a complex picture of creation not just through their own eyes,
but also through the eyes of their spouse. Humans being were not meant to be alone. We were
created to be in relationships. Whether that relationship be between husband and wife, friends
or most importantly God we were not made to be alone.

And yet that is what sin does to any relationship, it separates and isolates people. At the core of
every sin is a preoccupation with the self. We see our spouse, home, church, friends, work all
as existing solely for us to get something out of them. This preoccupation with the self only iso-
lates us from each other and causes those relationship around us to be damaged sometimes
beyond repair.

But God had other ideas. Yes, God did kick Adam and Eve out of the garden of Eden, but it
was only so that he could prepare a way so that they could one day return. This plan of salva-
tion was fulfilled when Jesus suffered and died on the cross for our sins and rose again to give
us eternal life. Jesus is the ultimate helper that we needed. As Jesus lives in me and in my fam-
iy, he gives me new eyes to see the worl d. N o \
It is through these new eyes that | am learning to love, forgive, help, and serve without expect-
ing anything in return.

Not all this came to me in one morning. Rather God has taught me this lesson over the last 12
years of my marriage to Robyn. So that as we
eagerly awaiting that great marriage feast in heaven when we will be joined to Jesus and all his
saints forever.

rn

Pastor Adams
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From the Board of Fellowship

Wedod | i ke to
You to all who helped with our
Christmas Decorating and De-
Decorating meals. Both days
were so enjoyable (and filling!)
because of the many hands that
brought food and helped move
decorations.

Fellowship will be working with
the Board of Elders to plan and
serve the Lenten Soup Suppers
starting on February 17™ at 6:00
pm. Soup Suppers will be each
Wednesday evening from Febru-
ary 17" through March 24"
Board members will be calling to
ask for food donations for each
weekos supper.
been asked to bring something for
the meal, but would like to do so,
please contact the Elder in your
Cell Group, Judi Gilmore or Lorrie
Tritt and they will add you to one
of the suppers. EVERYONE is
encouraged to attend both the
supper and the worship service
each week. Offerings given dur-
ing the Soup Suppers will be used
to restock the Kitchen.

Easter Breakfast will have a new
format this year . . . a Continental
Potluck! We are asking everyone

st a rta bribgy a soatipental goredkfast n k

dish on Easter Sunday. This
makes the breakfast so simple,
yet satisfying for everyone. It also
allows everyone to enjoy the
Easter celebration in the worship
services that morning. Watch for
the Gold Shirt to be posted on the
bulletin board 7 beside it will be a
signup sheet with ideas for the
breakfast. Our congregation is
blessed with so many wonderful
cooks and bakers i this should be
one of the best Easter Breakfasts
yet! Watch for more details in the
bulletin as we move closer to
Easter.

Upcbming euents hta watch Ghe
bulletin and future newsletters for:
Family Game Nights, Summer
BBQ Nights and a new style Cof-
fee Hour.

Fellowship is looking for a few
more people to be part of our
board i we have some great peo-
ple on it now, but could use some
additional members to help us
carry out the many events being
worked on. Please see one of the
board
ested.
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Over these last couple weeks the Sunday School lessons have been about the
/-\\ early years of Jesusd ministry | eadi
ries. Below are a few questions regarding Lent for your discussion at home:

N\

/\ Y N\
\ ‘ /
N A \ Which Day commemorates the Last Supper?

\ /' What does Lent mean?

! N
\\‘/\V/ What color signifies the Lenten season?

When we count the 40 days of Lent, do we skip the Sundays?

Christian | _ . |

Find out the answers to this quiz and more during the February 7 Sunday
Education School/Bible Study hour! Bring a breakfast item to share and join us as we
prepare for the Lenten season.

Al so, | know itdéds a Ilittle early to
August 23 7 27 and begin praying for a successful event that reaches the
community!

To God Give the Glory

Kim Huner, Director of Christian Education

Mar vel ous Mondbyés

Winter greetings from all of us at Marvelous Mondays.

Marvelous Mondays is continuing to meet 2 Mondays a month. We have a date change for Febru-
ary. We will be meeting on Feb. 15th and having our Valentines Day party on that date and also
meeting on Feb. 22nd. No playgroup on the 8th. March dates will be the 8th and the 22nd. We will
be meeting upstairs in the 2 Sunday School rooms and Nursery/playroom. Families of Marvelous
Mondays are doing a great job with keeping up with the Sermon bags and are still in need of some
donations. If you would like to donate stickers, seasonal/holiday books/coloring books, they would be
greatly appreciated. Please mark your calendar if you are in charge of making sure bags are cleaned
out and organized for the following weeks:

Korunka family~Feb 7th
Adams Clan~Feb14th
Bartush Bunch~Feb21st
Wilke Family~Feb 28th

Fore Family~March 7th
McNicol Family~March 14th
Korunka Family~March 21st
Adams Clan~March 28th (Palm Sunday) —

God's Peace, Children of God

Kim Wilke

Christian Education Ne
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Do not put out the Spi
(1 Thess. 5:19)

A story is told of a faithful church member who stopped attending worship and Bible
Class. When the pastor noticed the man had missed service for more than a month, he
made a visit to the mandés home. It was a col d,
the window the man at home alone, sitting in front of a blazing fire. The man welcomed
the pastor inside, and together they walked toward the fireplace in the family room. Before
sitting, the pastor picked up an iron poker, and carefully moved a small piece of glowing
wood to the front of the fireplace. The pastor sat, and began to ask the man about his hob-
bies around the house. They chatted about politics, sports, and local events. After almost
an hour, the pastor stood up, picked up the piece of wood in his hands, and held it out to
t he man. Al't i s cold, o he remarked. AApart fr

man paused and thought. AThank you, Pastor, o |
church next Sunday. o

Apart from Christ, from His Word and
Sacraments, and from His body, the church, we j| Apart from Christ, from His Word
will grow cold. Re me mber Hebr e¢etfl and Sacraments, and from His body,
us not give up meeting together, as some are in the church, we will grow cold
the habit of doing, but let us encourage one an-
othero We al | know that
break, but when it comes to God and our relationship to Him, bad habits need to be bro-
ken and replaced with healthy ones. That is what happened to the man in the story. He
had picked up a bad habit of not meeting with his fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. Just
as the <coal cooled away from the fire so al sc
heart as he avoided the company of all the saints.

Howés your fire? |Is it burning strong and
have you let the fire die down to the point where there are only cool coals waiting to be
stroked? Whatever condition that your fire be in know this that through continuous contact
with Goddébs word in Worship and in Bible Study

ferno. Al it takes is for us to remain in co
Al l owing Godés Spirit to work in our |lives |and
us through the death and resurrection of Jesi
Rat her , fan the fl ames of Godobés grace. As we
passing on the Spiritoés fire in our homes, our
have the warmth of Godds grace in their |lives.
Har k! The voril ce of Jesus cryli ng, .
not hi ng / can do, O Whi | e t he soul

you. Take the task He gives you gladly, Let His work your pleasure be; An-
swer qui ckly when H e (TcHadhe/ v4l), AHer
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Help for Haltl

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans , in response to the devastation caused by the
earthquake in Haiti, is announcing a $1 million challenge to its members across
the country. Thrivent Financial will match $1 for every $2 donated by

Thrivent Financial members up to $1 million for the potential of generating

$3 million. Funds will be directed to four Lutheran organizations to support their
Haiti earthquake relief efforts: Lutheran World Relief, ELCA Disaster Response,

LCMS World Relief and Human Care and WELS Committee on Relief.

Thrivent Financial members interested in making a financial gift to help earth-
guake victims in Haiti can make their donation online at

www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti or by phone at 1-800-236-3736 between 7 a.m.
and 6 p.m. Central time, Monday through Friday. When prompted, please say

Adirectoryo then enter ext. 83003. Thir

per member donation, and donations will be accepted through March 31, 2010.

c‘)Thrivent Financial for Lutherans-

|
|
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|
I
|
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http://www.lwr.org/
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/Disaster-Response.aspx
http://www.lcms.org/ca/worldrelief/
http://archive.wels.net/cgi-bin/site.pl?indexCOR
http://www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti
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Evangelism

Is a closed door the only thing stopping you from sharing
the Gospel of Jesus with your family and friends?

Then let us help you open the door.

We are looking to create a list of family and friends who you think need
to receive an invitation to church, Sunday School, or one of the many
other events Emmanuel hosts throughout the year. Beginning in Lent
you will find Friend Contact cards located in the pews and in the church
office. Please use these to provide information so that we can send a
simple invitation from Emmanuel inviting them to attend church or
many of the other events that will take place this upcoming Easter sea-

/ﬁ son. Thank you for your support. Evangelism Committee

Easter Invites

Break out your walking shoes, the Evangelism Committee needs your help.
This year we would like to invite everyone in Britton to attend church with us
this Easter. In order to do that we have created door hangers that would like
to place on homes in and around the Britton area. On March 21 we will have
available packages of door hangers labeled with the streets in Britton. If you
are able to help please sign out the streets you would like to walk and take
the door hangers home. We will also have extra available to take to busi-
nesses, coworkers, and neighborhoods not in Britton. Please deliver those throughout the
week. Then on March 27" would like to invite everyone help as we will be canvassing the city
handing out any remaining door hangers within the city of Britton.

New Member Recognition
Cz New member recognition was a wonderful day of fellowship and welcoming with
Mg |

58 in attendance. The potluck and short program was enjoyed by all.

. 3
{ i\lzugmg ff | Those taken into membership were: Justin Roberts, Heidi Roberts, Suni Jo Rob-
jﬁ@, erts, Sarah Tritt, Kameron Havens, Brayden Haft, Kloe Haft, Shylah Still, Maya

V |\~ {i! |Whelan and Mia Washington. Welcome to everyone!

WELCOME|ELISABETH HARRIS, DIRECTOR

to Our Newest Members!
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Faith Builders

Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent. Lent is traditionally a sea-
son of repentance and a time of deep reflection on our baptisms. We
begin by remember that we are human and that one day we shall re-
turn to the dust from which we were created. However, there is hope
for those who trust in Christ. The ashes are placed upon the believers
forehead in the sign of the cross. This marking with ashes reminds us
that in our baptisms the sign of the cross was placed upon our fore-
head and heart marking us as one redeemed by Christ the crucified.

ASH

T

This is a very important night for young and old alike. It is a night to
openly talk to your children about the reality of death. To teach them
why people die and what happens to a person when they die. It is
also a chance to remind them of their own baptisms and that even
though they die they will rise again through faith in Jesus Christ.

Lenten Prayer Vigil

Mark your Calendar

for
Saturday, March 20™

75 PRAYER

From 7:00 a.m. till 9:00 p.m. we will hold a prayer vigil for the church, our
nations, and our community. Please sign up for one or more 30 minute
time slots on the bulletin board outside the church office as we take these
and many other things to the Lord in prayer.

Lunch Bunch Happenings

January saw those who are not snow birds enjoying a delicious meal and some fun looking
over pictures from long ago 8 and not so long ago. Lots to look at and lots to do to get all to-
gether for the 150th anniversary in 2011.

, CHANGES

As a boost through Febr ua Febuay 1& htiNbon , for p Galentinel u n c f

luncheon of warm, comfort food, hosted by Jane, Darlene, and Nancy. Maybe even Valentine
Bingo!!!

On March 11th at Noon i n the Fell owship Hall, we ol |
Irish Feast! Come and enjoy!!

h

1V e
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Happy Birthday!

Happy Birthday!

2ndo
3rdo

4thd
7tho
9thd
12thd
15thd
18tho

19tho

21sbH
23rdd
24thd
25thd
26thd
27tho
28thd

February

Trevor Havelka

Sydney Faust
Laura Feuerbacher

Nancy Downard
James Conrad
Rebecca Tritt
Tracy Gramer
Antonelle Horton

Roger Furgason
Rebekah Moeller

Kevin Ritter
Gary Schmidt

Eileen Sell

Allen Ireland
Claudia Moeller
Durand Pape
Clarence Schroeder
Dwayne Scheffler

Pastor Doug Adams
Beth Alcock
Charles Schneirla

1sH

2ndo
3rdd
4thd

8tho

9thd

11tho

12tho

13tho

14tho

16tho
19tho
20thd
21sH

22ndd

23rdd

25tho

26tho

28thd

29thd
30thd

31sH

March

Donna Conrad
Connie Garner

James Schroeder
Andrew Enck

Sarah Bartush
Elizabeth Wolf

Jared Davis
Edward Mathis

Rita Horton
Terry Martin
Andrew Whelan

John Wielfaert
Dennis Brock

Edward Tritt
Edward Drews

Brandon Garner
Johan Isaly

Nick Rowe
Susan Dancer
William Turner

Mark Conrad
Jeff Helm

Grace Hoelzer
Dixie Smith
Kim Huner

John Orban
Claudia Rincon

Joyce Conrad
Sally Schafer

Clara Pinter
Paige Goody
Alicia Gotz

Makenna Havens
Darin Rajabian

Nelson Helm
Nancy Smith

Michael Hintz Jr.
Fred Loesch
Harry (Bud) Pape
Brittany Wielfaert

Pag®
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February Anniversaries| March Anniversaries

11thdThomas & Vanessa Hindbaugld4l Years 12thoWilliam & Bonnilee Turned39 Years
18thdMark & Teri Gilmored10 Years 20thdMarvin & Sherron Drew®34 Years
20thdJames & Katherine ShephéglYears

Our Prayers

Our Shut Ins: Elizabeth Cheever, Cora Kempf, Norma Miller, Rhea Ness,|D
and Clara Pinter, Dean Schneirla, Katherine Sparks, and Elizabeth Wolf.

Those with Special NeedsPhyl 1 i s Bal zer, Mary (Al i
friend), Antonette Swuarez, Margie Th b e n
and Ken Zeeb (Glenda Stegengabs fat He
Our Military Service People: Stacey Stegengat Aviano Air Force Base in alllos
Italy, Jonathan Jourdan in Ballston Spa, NYJessica Jourdanin Fort Riley, Kansag, .
John Schafercurrently at homeJason Napierat Parris Island, SC., anditch Huner Remember in
Prayer
) Join us every Saturday morning
Mens(. - 1Class o
Lo N
= Q g Breakfast and Bible study
4\’ .
. Y/ |where wedoll study the Bopk
é: ;)V from
8:00 a.m. till 9:30 a.m.

in the Fellowship Hall
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Those Serving in February

Elder: Steve Gilmore Greeters:
ﬂmks;g-; Elder Asst: Rudy Meyer Captain: Elisabeth Harris
¢ [y A . .
e 3 % Ushers: Dan Hindbaugh, Feg Zth,_ 14t\r/1 & ﬁ?th. Rita Horton
g(@/ & Brian Bartush ~ @nd LouIse vershum
Acolytes: Josie Gilmore F(_—:‘b 21st, 24th & 28th:Bud &
Diana Pape, and Beth Loesch
Altar Care: Beth Alcock Lectors: 1st Sunday Don Haft
Tellers: Rudy & Vickie Meyer 2nd Sunday Rudy Meyer
Liz Harris, and Jane Griggs 3rd Sunday Nancy Smith

4th Sunday Mark Conrad

Those Serving in March

Elder: Bruce Siebarth Greeters:
Captain: Darlene Gergely

March 3rd, 7th, 10th & 14th:
Sharon & Claudia Moeller, and Kath-
lene Kurowicki

March 17th, 21st, 24th, & 28th:John
& Nancy Orban, and Lori Ritter

Elder Asst: Trevor Havelka

Ushers: Marvin Drews and
Edward Drews

Acolytes: John Wielfaert
and Lucas Wielfaert

Altar Care:
Lectors: 1st Sunday Don Haft
Tellers: Steve & Judi Gilmore, Kim 2nd Sunday Rudy Meyer
Huner, Rita Horton 3rd Sunday Nancy Smith

4th Sunday Mark Conrad

JOSHUA

Pagell

HIM
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A Cub Scouts Pack #707 is coming to Emmanuel. A
informational meeting will be held on Feb 16th at
6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. If you are inter-

@ SCOu Ty
oV 4'@

ested in Cubs Scouts or in helping out please con-
tact the church office or Mike Gwilt »
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Masour Synod MISSION STATEMENT

Emmanuel on the Ridge seeks to share Gpd

Emmanuel Lutheran Church with you as He is with us.

9950 Ridge Hwy. Reach out to the community
Britton, Ml 49229

| nvite with Christian love

Phone: 5174518148 Disciple with Word and Sacrament
E-mail: pastordouglasadams@yahoo.com )
Blog: emmanuelbritton.blogspot.com Grow with Grace

Website: emmanuelontheridge.com

You are always welcome here

Emmanuel Lutheran Church f£2¥£2x)

Educate with Godals

Annual Chili Cook off and Dessert Auction

Sunday, Feb. 14
in the Fellowship Hall after Worship Service

Sign up table will be located in the Narthex.

All offerings and proceeds from the Auction will
help fund this

Summer 6s VBS. We have a
will allow

50 children to attend Vacation Bible School.

gago




