
EMMANUEL WINGS 

Jesus or Janus ? 

Have you ever wondered why we call the 
first month of the year January? History 
tells us January was named after the Ro-
man god Janus, the guardians of doors 
and gates. Just as a door had two sides, 
one side facing out the other side facing in 
so the image of Janus is represented by 
two faces, one looking forward the other 
back. Thus for us the month of January 
and the celebration of the new year has 
come to mirror this image of Janus, with 
January, opening the door to a new year 
and closing a door to the past. 

As we open the door to a new year many 
of us will commit to new resolutions. Some 
of us will eat less, work out more, spend 
more time with the family or maybe just 
take time to enjoy life. Yet, have you taken 
time to stop this January to commit your-
selves to Jesus again. January 1st will 
open the door to a New Year. Before we 
know it, we will again be celebrating  the 
arrival of 2011. Time passes, centuries go 
by, empires rise and fall, idols like Janus 
are forgotten, but Jesus lives. “He is the 
same yesterday and today and forever.” 
Heb. 13:8. 

As this year begins, we should ask our-
selves are we for Janus or Jesus? Will we 
serve the things of this world? For if we 
decide to serve this worlds idolatries, its 
materialism, its focus on the need to fulfill 
the desire of the flesh, then we have cho-
sen to follow Janus. If we see the blood-
shed and strife of this world, the wars, the 
murders, the abortions, the putting away of 
the elderly or the handicap, and are not 
moved to act or speak out then we are 
again for Janus.  

But if we fear, love and trust in God above 
all things, seek first His kingdom, joyfully 
give to God, work for peace because we 
know that we have been forgiven and rec-
onciled with God through the death and res-
urrection of God own Son, then we are for 
Jesus. When we see the hurting, the lonely, 
the abused of this world and we bind up 
their wounds, befriend them, and love them, 
then we have chosen Jesus.  

As Joshua ended his time as Israel’s leader 
he challenged God’s people by saying, 
“Choose for yourselves this day whom you 
will serve.”  They had a choice. Would it be 
the idols or God? Would it be the world or 
their faith. Will it be Janus or Jesus? My 
prayer is that we will all choose Jesus. For 
Jesus is “ the author and perfecter of 
faith” (Heb. 12:2). He is the only way to the 
Father, the only door into eternal life. He is 
the one who calls us by His Holy Spirit and 
gives to us a peace that cannot be taken 
away. 

I stand with Joshua, Peter, Paul, Luther and 
millions of other Christians who have re-
peated Joshua’s words even in the face of 
certain death.  I say that “As for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord.”I pray 
that you and your family can join us at Em-
manuel in 2010 as we give ourselves to the 
Lord sharing His wonderful gospel message 
at home, in the church, and in the commu-
nity. May God bless your New Year with His 
peace and help you grow in your faith to-
ward Him and in fervent love towards your 
neighbor.   

Pastor Adams  
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ñChoose for yourselves this day whom you will serve . . .   

As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord. Joshua 24:15 



That’s right, by this time next year, Em-
manuel Lutheran Church will have been 
here for 150 years!  Impressive, isn’t it?  
This calls for a celebration!  And we in-
tend to do just that, all year long.  The 
Anniversary Committee has been work-
ing on ideas to honor our church’s rich 
history, and we have already gotten 
started with oral histories, a commemo-
rative quilt, a cookbook and a photo ar-
chive.  We have decided on the theme 
“By the Grace of God – Our Past, Pre-
sent and Future” to incorporate in all as-
pects of our celebration.  Our next step 
is to plan special services, dinners and 
events for the year 2011.  We are also 
looking for a logo design, using the 
theme mentioned previously, to use on 
publications and banners.  So if you are 
artistic or good with a computer, please 
try your hand at it.  Also, if there are any 
photos or items relevant to our history 

that you have at home that we could 
borrow, we would be glad to make 
copies and return them. We would like 
to try to include every group within the 
church and every member of the con-
gregation in planning and completing 
these activities and projects, so don’t 
be surprised if you get a phone call or 
get tapped on the shoulder.  Please 
prayerfully consider participating in this 
great celebration because many hands 
make light work, and that will make 
2011 even more enjoyable.  If you 
have any ideas or suggestions, or 
want to help in any way, please con-
tact one of the Committee members or 
the church office.  Stay tuned for more 
information and requests.  Thank you! 

150th Anniversary Committee ï Liz 
Isaly, Eileen Redman, Bruce Sie-
barth, Mike Korunka, Nancy Smith 

and Clarence Schroeder  
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By the Grace of God ï Our Past, Present and Future 

Emmanuel Lutheran Celebrates 150 Years in 2011 
  

New Member Recognition 

This special Sunday will be January 10, 2010 following worship. For a number of 
years, we have welcomed New Members on this day with a potluck and a formal 
introduction to those who have become members of Emmanuel during 2009. This 
includes Baptism, Confirmation, Adult Information Class, and transfers. This is a 
great day to have Fellowship with everyone and get to know each other better. 
For the potluck please bring a meat dish and a salad, vegetable, or dessert, as 
well as your own “table service”. Beverages will be provided. Plan to attend. 
There will be a short program of information after lunch. See you then.  

     Elisabeth Harris, Director of Evangelism 



A HINGE POINT IN HISTORY 

Ken Huner, Chairman 

Back in October of this year, Kim and I had the opportunity to attend a work-
shop for church leaders sponsored by our Regional Field Office of Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans.  The keynote speaker was Dr. Kent Hunter, a Lutheran and well known 
church growth expert who has authored over 30 books on the subject. 

During the next few months, I would like share some of the more salient points 
that Dr. Kent Hunter presented and its implications for our church.  It was a compelling 
and impactful workshop.  It is worth sharing.  Here are some key points: 

A.  The USA is the 3rd largest mission field in the world (in other words, it 
needs to be reached for Christ!). 

B.  The American Church scene:  60-80% of churches have reached a pla-
teau or are declining. 

C.  90% of American are “very interested” in spiritual matters. 

D.  Only 35-40% of Americans consider the church to be relevant. 

E.  Most denominations have been declining for decades. 

F.  The secularization of our nation is obvious in every sector: family, busi-
ness, education, media, the arts, religion and government. 

G.  There is a tremendous amount of corruption and a prevailing sense of 
hopelessness. 

 

Here then are some critical implications: 

¶ This is a time of epochal change for churches (only the 5th time since 
the time of Christ!).  More on this in the next newsletter article. 

¶ This calls for a change in Christian strategy. 

¶ Right now there is a high level of receptivity among Americans for what 
the church has to offer if it is properly and effectively communicated. 
Harvest time is upon us! 

¶ Across America and the world, there are a growing number of pioneer-
ing churches. 

¶ These are challenging and yet exciting times for church leaders and 
churches. 

 

As we look ahead to 2010 and the New Year, may our Lord guide and empower us to 
be the witnessing church He has called us to be. 
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To spend less than they earn is a chal-
lenge for many people. The attraction of 
owning “things”, the availability of and 
the encouragement to use credit makes 
it difficult to live within your means. If you 
are spending more than you make, the 
reason is probably poor money manage-
ment. Although most people would dis-
agree with that analysis by suggesting 
that the reason for not being able to 
spend less than their incomes, is that 
their incomes are too low. Those who are 
earning $25,000 think they need 
$30,000. Those who are earning $50,000 
think they need $60,000 to live comforta-
bly. 
 

Having more income is not a bad thing, 
but will that be what we need to put 
things in balance? Could it be that, what-
ever the extra amount of income you re-
ceive, the increase will never be 
enough? Having more money will solve 
some immediate needs, but more money 
is not the ultimate solution. With proper 
financial planning, most financial prob-
lems can be corrected at your current 
income level.                                         
 

In our society, advertisements bombard 
us daily. Advertisements are powerful 
tools in the hands of the companies try-
ing to sell more goods. They present 
their products so that we think to our-
selves, “it would be great if I could own 
that.” Sometimes without us even know-
ing it we are tricked into thinking that in 
order for us to be happy we need to own 
a particular product. Before we rush off 
and buy a new and improved item, we 

Living within Your Means  
From the Board of Stewardship 
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need to stop and ask ourselves, “is it 
the best use of my God given in-
come.” How we use our time and tal-
ents in life makes all the difference, 
especially when we consider the 
Great Commission Jesus has given 
us, to go and make disciples of all na-
tions. 
 

To make the most of our God given 
time and talents each of us need to 
develop self-discipline. We each need 
to examine our station in life and ask 
ourselves some difficult questions. 
Look at your checkbook and ask your-
self, “Can I afford to eat out as often 
as I do?” If you cannot, then do not. If 
you find that you are living beyond 
your means, then learn to say “no” to 
yourself. In doing so you will soon find 
that you are saying “yes” to many 
other things in life. By not going out to 
eat as often as you used too, may al-
low you to spend time at home with 
the kids, give an offering to the 
church, or pay off a debt that has 
been hanging over your head. 
 

As you begin the year 2010 ask your-
self; “Am I content with what God has 
given me.” If, not then examine your 
life and look for ways to see through 
the falsehood of the world’s ideology. 
Are there places in your life where by 
denying yourself you can open areas 
for personal and spiritual growth? With 
God’s help we can all learn to be con-
tent with what God has given us and 
grow in self-control to use our gifts to 
the glory of God. 
 

From Your Stewardship Committee 

Mark your calendars for  an upcoming Cottage meeting on February 23rd. During this 
meeting we will have an opportunity to share upcoming ministry programs with you and 

how you can use your time and talent for the Lord here at Emmanuel.  
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Happy New Year!  Before we begin 2010, there are a few items from 2009 I 
would like to address.  The Advent wreath Bible Study was a wonderful re-
view of how we need to not only look forward to Christmas, but more impor-
tantly look forward to the return of Christ.  Thank you Pastor Adams!! 

 The children’s Christmas program was a blessed reminder of the many 
prophecies’ of Christ and the celebration of His birth.  Thank you to every-
one who assisted with the children’s Christmas program: Robyn Adams, di-
rector; Tammy Pape, Judi Gilmore, Kim and Dan Wilke, Sunday School 
teachers; JoAnn Bartush, accompanist, and Eileen Redman, organist.  
Thank you to the children who did a wonderful job (lots of rehearsal hours!) 
and to the parents who worked with their children (lots of rehearsal hours!).  
Thank you to the Marvelous Mondays’ parents who provided the gift bags 
for the children after the program. 

Again, happy New Year!  We look forward to continuing our mission of learn-
ing and growing in faith through Christian education and fellowship. 
 

To God Give the Glory!! 

Kim Huner, Director of Christian Education 

Marvelous Mondayės News 

 Happy new year from all of us at Marvelous 

Mondays! We all had a truly blessed 2009. 

We ended the year having lots of fun. We 

continued to meet every Monday night, and 

we kept play group outside till the parents 

could brave the night time cold no longer. 

On November 5 th  we had 16 children meet 

at Britton Schoolôs playground for a Gold 

Shirt service project. We gathered up lots of 

garbage and raked and swept the wood 

chips back where they belong. In December 

we made Christmas cards for our shut ins 

and also put together the Christmas bags 

for the children that were received after the 

Christian Education News 

Christmas program. Thank you to the 

Huners and the McNicols for their dona-

tions of the candy bars, candy canes, 

magnets, and bags. For the months of 

January and February Marvelous Mon-

days will be meeting the 2 nd  and 4 th  

Mondays (1/11,1/25,2/8 with a Valen-

tines day party, and 2/22) of the month, 

please mark your calendars with these 

dates. Thanks again to everyone for 

supporting us throughout the year, we 

pray that 2010 brings many blessings.  

Peace,  

Kim Wilke  



Page 6 Emmanuel Wings 

Our Prayers 

Our Shut Ins:  Cora Kempf, Norma Miller, Dan and 

Clara Pinter, Katherine Sparks, Rhea Ness, and Elizabeth 

Wolf. 

Our Military Service People: Stacey Stegenga 

at Aviano Air Force Base in Italy, Jonathan Jourdan in 

Ballston Spa, NY, Jessica Jourdan in Fort Riley, Kan-

sas, John Schafer currently at home, Jason Napier at 

Parris Island, SC., and Mitch Huner who is in Iraq work-

ing in the fire service. 

January Anniversaries                                         
1stð Jeff and Tamara Gross ~8 years 

9thð Edward and Lorrie Tritt ~22 years 

20thðDon and Cyndi Horton ~26 years 

23rdðSteve and Judi Gilmore ~ 17 years 

27thðBrad and Connie Garner ~ 31 years 

Those with Special Needs: Phyllis Balzer, Mary 

Chersack (Alice Schellôs friend), Antonette Suarez, 

Margie Taylor (Eileen Redmanôs cousin),  David Wiel-

faert, and Ken Zeeb (Glenda Stegengaôs father).  

January Birthdays 
  1stð  Dan Wilke 

  2ndð  Louise Vershum 

  5thð Susan Gwilt 

  8thð Carrie Drews 

   11thðNancy Northrop 

   12thðRachel Havens                                            
             Thelma Schneirla 

   17thðMargaret Schroeder 

   18thðNancy Orban                                            
             Suni Jo Roberts                                         
             Alice Schell                                                
             Lucas Wielfaert 

   19thðBrad Faust                                                  
                       Tiffany Gross 

   20thðJudi Gilmore 

   21stðBruce Siebarth 

   23rdðJosie Gilmore 

   26thðNatalie McNicol                                           
                        Emily Snook 

   28thðRudy Meyer 

 

Evangelism 

Already the end of the year is here! I want to thank everyone who has been 
a greeter before services. This is much appreciated, not only for your ef-
forts to greet visitors, but for being another hand for those who need assis-
tance getting through the doors. Thank you too to all of you who welcome 
visitors sitting near you. A warm smile and a handshake is always good. 
Invite visitors to return for worship again.  Thank you again.  Happy New 
Year!  Elisabeth Harris, Director of Evangelism 



Those Serving in January 

Elder: Don Haft 

Elder Asst: Mark Conrad  

Ushers: Johan Isaly

 Dan Wilke 

Acolytes: Grace Gimesky 

            Devin Waynick  

  Altar Care: Darlene Gergely 
 

    Tellers: Marvin & Sherron Drews 

    Carrie Drews, Ed Tritt
  

Page 7 Volume 2, Issue 1 

Greeters:                                            

Captain: Sherron Drews 

Jan 3rd, 10th & 17th:   Kim and 

Ken Huner, Bonnie Turner 

Jan 24th & 31st: Trevor and 

Amber Havelka, Jerry and Alice 

Merritt 

Lectors: 1st Sunday  Don Haft                 

   2nd Sunday Rudy Meyer    

   3rd Sunday Nancy Smith 

   4th Sunday Mark Conrad        

   5th Sunday Ken Huner 

Congregation Announcements 

 

 Congratulations to Edward Drews on his graduation from Adrian College with a                            
Bachelors in Business Administration and Management. 

   

 
 

Lunch Bunch in January ~ Please join us for Chili, salad, and dessert on January 14th at 
12 noon. Comfort food for chilly weather, please come and enjoy! We’ll be looking over 
church pictures for identification and for inclusion in the church history for the 150th celebra-
tion. 

Handbells and Mites 

Handbells ~ Ringing Christmas Carols of our Saviors birth is a joy to ring. May the music of Christmas echo 
in your heart and bring you joy! Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year. 

MITES ~ OCTOBER MITES $52.73, NOVEMBER MITES $32.42 , DECEMBER MITES $53.55. 

WOW!  How wonderful !  Jesus thanks you and so do I. Our mites help some one know 

Their Saviors saving Grace.  What joy it is when  the love of God flow through us. 

Amazing mites, those coins so small, When in the box they fall. 

        Become a force for our dear Lord, And spread His Word abroad. 

         Our mites help many in despair, They show how much we care. 

        They tell the news of God's great love, And point to heaven  above.        LWML Rep Eileen Redman 



MISSION STATEMENT 

Emmanuel on the Ridge seeks to share God 

with you as He is with us. 

 

  Reach out to the community 

    Invite with Christian love 

      Disciple with Word and Sacrament 

        Grow with Grace 

           Educate with Godôs Word 

Emmanuel  Lutheran Church 

9950 Ridge Hwy. 

Britton, MI  49229 
 
 

 
Phone: 517-451-8148- 

Blog: emmanuelbritton.blogspot.com 
Website: emmanuelontheridge.com 

You are always welcome here at 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

 

 Youth Please Join Us! 
Youth Lock-in happening  

Friday, January 22nd  

starting at 7 pm  

and ending Saturday,  

January 23rd at 7 am 

Invite your friends!! 
 

Youth Group happens every  

Thursday night at 7 pm 

Youth Board Meeting every  

2nd Sunday at 4 pm 

5thð12th grade 


