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Do you see what | see?
Hidden in the cold dark Bethlehem night, the Savior of th

the news of the Savioros
long. Shortly after a star was seen in the evening sky an
following that star came wise men from the east. They
searched for Jesus in Jerusalem but he was not there, God had foretold that the
would be born in Bethlehem. So following the star they went and found the child

myrrh.

This is but the first in a series of events that take place in the season of Epiphany.

world was born. Only the shepherds were given the angglic
vision and told of the great gift given to mankind. Howevgr,
b i

rt

Savior
(no
longer in the manger) worshiped him and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and

This

short, simple season is overshadowed many times, by its bigger neighbors of Christmas

and Lent. However, Epiphany is very important for us to remember and celebratg.
Epi phany means | iterally the vision
different then the one we have now. Now sin, death, pain and suffering are all we

eyes and look instead with the eyes of faith.

When we see the world with the vision of God, we see
just a child on his mot hi
made flesh for us. We see not just wise men bringing
gifts to worship God ( and so that we can give gifts at
Christmas), but we see Gi
Jew and Gentile alike. As we stand by the banks of the

Jordan with John the Baptizer, we see not just muddy water or the Carpenter from

of
see
and feel. However, Epiphany teaches us to look beyond what we see with our physical

Nazareth, but like John we see the Spirit descending on Jesus and hear the voice of Go

the Father say, i this is my Son, whom
Epi phany is about | ooking at things |(the
down the computer, the game controller, and the remote and picking up your Bibje and

reading it. The Magi are called Wise Men not simply because they got their degr¢e at
Babylonian U, no they are considered Wise because in faith they dared to look af the

world through Goddéds eyes. And what did
than a child, He was Géslown son.
So this Epiphany, join the wise men on a journey of faith. Continue to worship Christ

on bended knee, offering up gifts of your time, talent and treasure. Go with Chrigt to

the Jordan, and wash yourself in the water of baptism with Jesus. And finally loo
forward in time to that great wedding feast in heaven were like at Cana, Jesus will
provide you with the joy and benefits of life in His name.
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Board of Elders

Bruce Siebarth (Director), Steve Gilmore, Don Haft, Jerry Merritt, Ed Tritt

As you read this, Christmas and 2011 are behind us and we are approaching the Epiphanyj
|l ooking forward to the Lenten season and
this earth at Christmas. | pray that everyone had a blessed time meeting with friends and fg

The Saturday Mendés Breakfast Bible Study
Apologetics on February 18, 2012 at Valley Lutheran HS in Saginaw. We are inviting all mg
the congregation to attend with us, cost is $20. The conference will help participants unders
how to defend their faith through what history has given from an archeological perspective,
cultural aspect, and the challenge of Islam. Time permitting we will make a stop in Franken
on the return trip.

Deadline is January 15, 2012. For more information see Pastor Adams or Bruce.

Starting on January 3, 2012 all of the Bible studies and Sunday School will resume their ng
times.
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Chairman of the Congregation

Brad Garner

As | have been out driving this past wee
Christmas decorations starting the day after Christmas. Judging by the number of Christm
trees that | saw laying out on the curbs on DecemB&n2shy people believe that Christmas
Day ends the Christmas season. They cou
of Christmas season and the Christmas decorations (at least in our house) stay up until Ep
(the 12th day after Christmas). But because of the commercial promotion of Christmas and
pressure from stores to increase their sales figures by playing Christmas music and putting
decorations the day after Halloween a lot of us are influenced to start getting out our decorz:
in November. As a result most people think of the Christmas season as the period betwee
Thanksgiving and Christmas Day which is not the Christmas season at all but Advent, the {
of preparation FOR the Christmas season. The traditions of the Twelve Days of Christmas
been largely forgotten here in the United States, where most of us tend to equate the Chris
season with the Christmas shopping season where unfortunately the first day of Christmas
terminates the Christmas marketing season for merchants therefore bringing the Christmag
to an end when in fact it should just be starting!

Your Chairman,

Brad Garner
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Emphasis for the Church

Last year Syndical President Harrison shared a new plan for the LCMS
as we continue to reach out into our homes, church and communities =
with Gospel of Jesus Christ. In 2012 | would also like to begin to make = #i#\
this an emphasis for our members here at Emmanuel. The great joy of uﬁ, —
this emphases is that they can happen in many and various ways.
Meaning that in the upcoming year we will begin to learn ways of

intentionally sharing Jesus with each other and our community.

These phrasésWitness, Mercy, Life Togethdrillustrate how the church lives and works together
to proclaim the Gospel and to provide for our brothers and sisters in Christ in our congregations,

communities and throughout the worldAnd in all we do, Christ is at the center, leading us, sustaining

us, keeping us focused on our missidinis will never change.

Witness

AFor there are three that testify: the Spiiri
T 1 John 5:78

Mercy

nFor even the Son of Man came not to be ser
T Mark 10:45

Life Together
AfGod is faithful, by whom you were called i
i 1 Corinthians 1:9

Check back each month for articles and creative ideas on how you too can join Emmanuel by sh
the Gospel of Jesus Christ at home, in church and in the community through witness, mercy, an
Christian life together. Pastor Adams

As part of our continuing growth in both our personal and congregational faith,

Jgs“-"" board of elders, along with Pastor Adams have decided to offer communion e\

\F | Sunday morning. This will coincide with an increase in the numbers of individu

S and small groups that are participating in our regular Sunday Worship. Notewq

\ O will continue to be part of our regular Sunday worship, however now they will n

play just on the second Sunday of each month. We are aiming for a more bler

worship sound at Emmanuel. Our Lutheran heritage is so very rich and varied.

fact along with the increase of hymns coming from the mission field and also the increase instru
of younger musicians gives us an opportunity to offer a richer worship experience. The doctrine

teachings of the hymns and the church will not change, however we will be able to experience th
through different voices and sounds. As with all things in life, this will not happen overnight, nor

it happen without any hiccups. So in the next few months we would ask for patience and prayers

continue to improve our worship time with God.
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LWML MITES

Eileen Redman, LWML Representative

The mites that were given for 2011 were $490.%@onderful!! Thank you for sharing mites, sq
someone else can learn of Jesus Love.
Prayer:
Lord, for your many blessings
In thankfulness we pray,
O make us ever grateful
Of all we have today;

Guide us, as faithful stewards,
To use whatwe've received
And help us share your blessings
To help meet others' needamen

Womends Ministry

The Christmas Party was enjoyed by Ladies of the church-ailethds. Many good casseroles,
Salads and Desserts were shared.

"Pilgrimage of Adoration" was the devotion with singing of Carols throughout the devotion.
Do you know your Christmas Carolsrhis game took a lot of thinking, but it was fun.

A motion was made to give $1000.00 to Emmanuel toward expenses. Motion carried. Earlier
Womens Ministry gave $1200.00 for air time for 3 months on the rddim Octave of Hand
Chimes were given by Roland Redman

Memorials and 3 Octave Add On Hand Chimes were given by Womens Mirfssgor Adams
had a closing prayer.

Lunch Bunch

(Lunch Bunch meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month)

No meeting in Januaryk-ebruary will be chili, salad, and desset is taken care of, so just come,
eat, enjoy the fellowship, and talk about the holidays, weather, and such.

Any questions contact Nancy Smith at 42337
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Board of Christian Education

Robyn Adams, Judi Gilmore, Tammy Pape, Kim Wilke

Give me ten! You have heard Pastor say it before and | am challenging you as well. Are ygu

currently not in a Bible Study? Have yolu

be

made it yet? Then this challenge is for you. As we start the New Year with new habits, Pastor
has challenged each of you to give him 10, ten sessions in a Bible Study and you will be hqoked.

You will wonder why you havendét been com
family and bring them along. He promises!

The only Bible you have is the Bible you know! Our biggest weapon against Satan and his

ng

power is the word of God and what better way to learn what God has to say then to study i often.
Emmanuel has several Bible studies available with a variety of topics to suit everyone and there
are more in the works. Sunday mornings, Pastor is covering the Life of Christ. In January he

will be looking at the various parables and teachings of Jesus. Sunday evenings at 6pm thgre is a
Bible study just for women. We will be using the Good News magazines to focus on one agpect of
doctrine. Tuesday mornings at 9am Pastor leads a study on the book of Acts. Finally on Saturday

mornings, men of the congregation meet at 8am for breakfast and bible study. They are cyr

rently

studying the Book of Concord and its relevance to us as Lutherans. We are also putting together a

few more options so look for those in the future.

Do you accept the challenge? Will you attend a Bible Study for ten weeks? We hope so apd we

promise you will see a difference. Blessings to you all! See you in Bible Study!!

The 2012 Youth LocklIn is Friday, January 20th at 6 pm

or contact Johan Isaly with any questions.

Board Of Publicity

Connie Garner (Director), Wayne Davis, Josie Gilmore, James Washington

The Church newsletter is published monthly and is distributed on the 1st of every month.
Articles and information can be submitte
to a computer? No Probl em! Just put it

Watch for details in the weekly church bulletins in the next few weeks

d vi
ems

the Narthex. All newsletter materials are due by the 25th of the month in order for the newsletter

to be published by the 1st of the following monthyou would like a printed copy of the
newsletter please sign up in the church officeThe newsletter also can be viewed online on

the church website at www.emmanuelontheridge.com by clicking on the link for the newslgtter.

Extra printed copies are also available on the table in the Narthex.
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A Look Back at 2011
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Our 150th
Anniversary
Year long
celebration
kicked off on
January 2nd

Pastor Tom
Schroeder
participated in our
== worship service

\ ﬁ? February 20th

April 3rd - We recognized our new members:
Rylee Feuerbacher, Jaxon Phillip, Lisa & Gabriella
Ringman, Beth & Nick Vallad, Larry & Elaine Twork

and Confirmand Josie Gilmore

Chili Cook-Off and
Dessert Auction

"" February 27th
%

Lenten
Soup
Suppers

8" & Bible

The Library got
a face lift

Studies
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Easter Breakfast April 24th

Seder
Meal
April 19th

May 1st Our Anniversary
Celebration continued

Dr. Thomas Trapp & Pastor Balzer
Particpated in our worship service
on May 1st

Confirmation May 15th

Church Camp Out June 24th thru 26th

VBS August 8th through 12th
Son Harvest - Growing the Fruit of the Spirit



