
 

In the middle of the American Civil War, President Abraham        

Lincoln, proclaimed a national Thanksgiving Day, to be celebrated  

on the final Thursday in November 1863: 

ñThe year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the 

blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, 

which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source 

from which they come, others have been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature that they 

cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever 

watchful providence of Almighty God. In the midst of a civil war of unequalled magnitude     

and severity, which has sometimes seemed to foreign States to invite and to provoke their     

aggression, peace has been preserved with all nations, order has been maintained, the laws have 

been respected and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed everywhere except in the theatre of   

military conflict;é.. No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these 

great things. They are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in 

anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy. It has seemed to me fit and proper that 

they should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged as with one heart and voice by 

the whole American people. Proclamation of President Abraham Lincoln, October 3, 1863.[1] 

One hundred and forty-eight years later we find ourselves in a similar state of affairs. The nation 

is that war, the economy is distress, many are out of work, and the cost of living is up, while the 

values of our assets are down. Yet, like in the dark days of the Civil War our nation still has 

much to be thankful for despite those who say otherwise. The Lord continues to bless the na-

tionôs farms, industry, and people. As a whole we in America enjoy an abundance never before 

seen by mankind all of which has come only through the hand of the Almighty.  

To these earthly blessing, God the Father, adds the spiritual 

blessing of faith in Christ to a believerôs heart. Even though 

we cannot taste faith, forgiveness, redemption, or eternal life, 

they nevertheless are part of a Christianôs Thanksgiving   

celebration. In fact long after the dinner is over, the dishes  

are washed, and the game is over, God still blesses our home, 

church and community with His presence in Christ. 

May God bless you and your family this Thanksgiving      

with happiness and joy made complete in Christ. May God 

continue to bless you and your family the rest of the year as 

you continue to grow in your faith and love for God and each other.  

 

Pastor Adams  
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Board of Elders  

Bruce Siebarth (Director), Steve Gilmore, Don Haft, Jerry Merritt, Ed Tritt 

 

Fellow believers in Jesus the Christ, 

As we look at the colors change we marvel at the things God has created. We take for granted that 

this is Godôs work and it does not just happen.  

Julie Bartush has taken a position at Britton Deerfield Schools. We thank her for her faithful years 

of service. Judi Gilmore is the new Church Secretary. If you have a request for her or information 

for her, please put this in the written form. This will help her to keep the info and not have to recall 

verbal info. 

If you need an item added to the church calendar, put this in written form and give it to Judi. As 

more things are taking place at church, we do not want to double book the fellowship hall or class 

rooms. Judi and Pastor will be the only persons to enter things on the calendar. Thanks for your 

cooperation and understanding. 

Up coming holiday services will be as follows; 

1- Thanksgiving Eve service will at 07: 00 PM. 

2- First Advent service will be November 30, 2012 at 6:00 PM. It will begin with a soup  

supper and Bible study will follow in the  fellowship hall . This will be the same format as 

last year. 

3- Childrenôs Christmas service will be on December 18 at 10:30 AM. 

4- Christmas Eve service at 7:00 PM ONLY.  

5- Christmas Day at 10:30 AM no Sunday school. 

I encourage everyone to attend one of the Bible studies that are offered each week:                     

Sunday morning, Tuesday morning, Menôs Saturday morning and Womenôs Sunday evening.  

If you know of someone who can not attend Sunday service because of work, let them know we 

have a Saturday service at 6:00 PM. 

 

Bruce Siebarth 

Board of Elders 



Page 3 

I'm Baptized--Now What? 

The sacrament of Holy Baptism is the means by which the 

Holy Spirit plants faith in the hearts of those who are baptized.  

Through His Word, connected with simple water, God forgives 

sins, delivers from death and the devil, and grants eternal      

salvation to those who receive it.  So great and effective is this 

sacrament that even infants are made members of God's family 

of believers through it. 

Too often, however, baptism is seen as an end in itself--a spiritual insurance policy that, once        

in effect, guarantees a life of piety and godliness. It is true that the faith generated in baptism is 

complete and effectual.  "Baptism does also now save us," Peter writes (1 Peter 3:21).  But just as  

a wedding is only the beginning of a life-long marriage, so baptism is only the start of an eternal 

relationship with Christ. How can Christian families secure for their children the full range of 

blessings God has in mind for those He welcomes into His Kingdom through baptism?  After the 

ceremony, after the house-full of relatives go home, when the baptism certificate is carefully 

tucked away in the baby book, then what? 

Here are some suggestions for celebrating your child's new life in Christ every day, claiming the 

blessings God has already given. 

1. Celebrate your child's baptism birthday. If a baptism candle was given you as a part of the   

baptism service, light it each year.  

2. Look up your own baptism certificate or the certificates of grandparents and other relatives.  

Some of them are works of art.  Talk about what is was like in those days and about your    

family's heritage of faith. 

3. Continue to nurture your child's spiritual growth by daily devotions, prayers, attendance in 

Sunday School and church. .  Be careful that the books you select are doctrinally correct.  Do 

not confuse, "christening" (a ceremony at which a child is named) or "dedication" with the   

sacrament of baptism.  Keep the commitment you made as a part of the baptism liturgy. 

4. Refer to your child's baptism as a part of his/her confirmation celebration.  Display baptism 

pictures and mementos.  Reminisce.  Thank God for His faithfulness in bringing your child to 

this next phase of spiritual growth. 

5. Refer to your child's baptism at times of doubt or trouble.  Let God's promises assure you that 

He has claimed your child as His own.   

Luther encourages us to renew our baptism vows daily, drowning the "old Adam," and rising, 

cleansed and empowered, to live that day as heirs of eternal life.  Let your children see the power 

of God's Word unleashed in your life as you encourage and remind them daily that they, too, are 

baptized children of God. 

 



CHAIRMAN OF THE CONGREGATION                                             

Brad Garner 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 13th will be the regular meeting of the Voting Membership immediately       

following the worship service to discuss and accept the ministry plans and the budget for the      

upcoming year.  I would encourage you all to come to this important meeting of the congregation.  

All communicant members may attend the meetings of the Votersô and if you are not a Voting 

Member of Emmanuel I would also encourage all eligible communicant members of this           

congregation who are 18 years of age or older to apply for Voting Membership.  To apply for    

voting membership you need to attend one of the regular Votersô Meetings of the congregation 

which are held twice a year during May and November and request to become a voting member   

of Emmanuel.  You will be required to sign the official copy of the Constitution and By-Laws      

of the Congregation at the time of your acceptance into Voting Membership.  If you are not yet      

a Voting Member please seriously consider accepting the responsibilities and privileges of Voting 

Membership.   

This month we observe the Holiday of Thanksgiving.  As we all get caught   

up in the craziness of everyday life itôs very easy to forget the many blessings 

that God has given us.  A lot of what we have been blessed with gets over-

looked and sometimes taken for granted as we get too focused on what we   

are lacking rather than what we already have. Thanksgiving provides us all an 

opportunity to reflect upon the things that we are thankful for.  We should all 

stop and take a moment to count the many blessings that God has given us as 

we have much to be thankful for! 

May God continue to bless both our families and our church family here at Emmanuel. 

Your Chairman, 

Brad Garner 
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Beginning Monday  

November 7th at 7:30 p.m.  

 

If you or someone you know would like to know 

more about Emmanuel please contact the church 

office at 517-451-8148 



LWML WOMENS MINISTRY  

Saturday, the 22nd  was the LWML Zone Fall Rally at Grace Monroe.  LWML Michigan District Convention is July 

20-22 at the Hyatt Regency in Dearborn.  "Gifts of Love " ingathering at the convention will be for Fort Wayne  

Seminary-New socks & Underwear, New panty hose, School Supplies ( computer paper, pencils, folders, lined paper), 

Food Coop - Spices, Crackers, gift cards $25 from Walmart & Meijers. 

ST. Paul's Pontiac Mission - Health Kits- 1 Travel Bar Soap, 1 washcloth or small hand towel, 1 toothbrush, 1 travel 

toothpaste, 1 small comb, 1 bottle sanitizer, 1 small rain poncho - dollar store type, 1 small plastic packet of band aids.  

New officers were elected.  I was elected Zone President. In Exodus 4:12   "Now go; I will help you speak and will 

teach you what to say."  With God's Help which He promises  I can do the office of President. The Mission of          

the Lutheran Women's Missionary League is to assist each woman in The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod in af-

firming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in ministry to the people of the 

world.  Zone President- Eileen Redman 

 

MITES   Sent in to LWML Mites for April through October, six months $318.31.  

Praise the Lord!+++++++ This is great.+++++Keep the mites coming!  

        Maybe you can't preach, maybe you can't sing. 

        You can fill your mite box, to the church you bring. 

        They will do your preaching, build a mission, too; 

        Songs of praise to Jesus, all for you they'll do. 

LWML Rep -Eileen Redman 

 

CRAFT SHOW SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH - 9am-3 pm A lot of nice things all handmade.     

Vendors are from Tecumseh, Britton, Tipton, Saline, Clinton, Toledo, Ypsilanti and Milan. Very nice   

clean show.  There are a couple more booths available. Anyone still wanting a booth contact Eileen Redman 

517-451-8024 There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex for you to tell us the time you can help in various 

areas Setting up the fellowship hall( Men) Sunday 20th right after worship, Decorate fellowship hall,      

Assist Vendors, Saturday Greeters, Bake Sale, and Sweep floors and set up for Sunday.                          

Questions contact: Chairman Eileen Redman 517-451-8024  

LUNCH   11am-2pm in the fellowship hall. There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex for items needed 

for the lunch. If any questions contact Rebecca Roberts 517-456-7065 

BAKE SALE 9am-3pm   Ladies and Guys get out your favorite Christmas Cookie recipe, or make pies, 

cup cakes, bake breads, cakes, snacks or treats for the holidays!  Percent of the proceeds will go to LWML 

Missions.  Baked items can be brought to the Fellowship Hall on Friday Noon - 5pm and on Saturday, the 

day of the show, 8am-10am. If you need baked items picked up or have any questions                               

call Darlene Gergely 517-423-7542 
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Christmas Craft Show  

Eileen Redman, LWML Representative 



Board of Christian Education  

 Robyn Adams (Director), Connie Garner, Judi Gilmore, Tammy Pape, Kim Wilke 

 

 

 

Education at Emmanuel is going strong.  Our new Sunday school program, Kingdom Quest, is so 

far a great success.  We have averaged 25 students each week.  We have also had lots of new faces.  

God is truly working in our community. 

As the holidays approach we are looking at our annual Sunday School Christmas program.  This 

year it will be on Sunday, December 18th at 10:30am.  We will have two Saturday practices on       

December 10 and December 17 from 10-11:30am each week.  We will have a fun lunch on the  

17th following the practice.  We would love to have all of our children involved in this service!!  

There are currently four Bible Studies being offered during the week here at Emmanuel.  All       

are going strong and attendance is great.  After the first of the year some of the studies will change  

topics, but Pastorôs Sunday study about the Life of Christ will continue for the whole year.  There 

is so much to talk about even though Christ was only here on earth for 33 short years.  Other    

studies going on are a Menôs Bible study on Saturday mornings at 8am, breakfast included; 

Womenôs Bible study on Sunday evenings at 6pm, where we see that ñGod is in the Laundry 

Roomò; and Tuesdayôs Bible study where they are learning about the events in the book of Acts.  

Please consider joining one or more of these if you are not already.  The more we are fed, the 

stronger we become.  

The Education committee is also putting together our Milestone program.  Order forms will be 

available soon so that you can purchase items for your childôs Faith Chest.  We have several    

items available for purchase in the classroom next to the library upstairs.  There is something for 

everyone, so stop on in and check it out. 

The education committee is also working on a schedule for our nursery staff.  Thank you to all who 

have been volunteering to serve in this manner.  New schedules will be available soon.  Check your 

mailboxes.  

There is a lot happening here at Emmanuel concerning education.  Check your weekly bulletins 

and newsletter for updates and other upcoming events. 
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Sunday, November 20th   

Right after Worship Service 

 

November 6th 

 

Youth Group is open to all kids 

in 5th thru 12 grades.  Join us 

Monday evenings at 7pm          

in the Youth Room 



Page 7 

 

Pack 707 is heading to the Joe!  On November 5th, the boys will be taking part in the 

Detroit Red Wings Scout Night at Joe Louis Arena.  In addition to great seats for the 

game against the Anaheim Ducks, the Scouts will receive a patch and souvenier 

cap.  (Now we just need to figure out how to get Mr. Garner in to take pictures for 

us!)  The boys are excited - be sure to ask them about their experience! 

The 2011 Popcorn Fundraiser is coming to an end, and we are in the process of collecting our forms and 

getting the final order placed.  Our preliminary numbers show that the boys have exceeded last year's 

total sales, and we'll post the final numbers in next month's newsletter.  A big THANK YOU to everyone 

who purchased popcorn for your support of the Scouts!         

Cub Scouts is open to boys between the ages of 6 and 11, or 1st through 5th grades, and is a great oppor-

tunity to learn valuable skills, build character and develop lasting friendships. If you know of any youth 

who might be interested in joining Pack 707, please contact Mike Gwilt, Johan Isaly or Pastor Adams.  

Scouts  

 

 

 

 



ñWelcome to Kingdom Quest radio station KLIF, 21.28 on your FM dial.  The station that reports how 

God passes the promise to his people.ò   We sure have been having fun at Kingdom Quest this past month!  

Skip Lively (aka Johan Isaly) has been hosting our special ñradioò broadcasts each week.  Through these 

skits the children have been learning about Joseph and his adventures.  It has been so fun to learn a        

familiar story in a new way.   

We have had great attendance so far this year as well.  We average 25 students a week and have had     

several visitors.  To God be the Glory!  November will bring one more story about Joseph and then we 

will begin our Advent/Christmas series.  I am so looking forward to meeting more friends from the Old 

Testament and learning more about how Jesus first came to earth as a man.   

Do you have a child or grandchild who has not been to Kingdom Quest yet this year?  We would love to 

have them.  We have small classes with two teachers in each room.  After about 15 minutes in their small 

groups, the children in preschool through fourth grade meet together in the youth room for a puppet and 

drama presentation.  Then they go back to small groups for a review and an activity based on the lesson  

for the day.  We have lots of fun and love to see new faces.  Please consider joining us!   

So hopefully we will see you next week.  ñThis is radio KLIF, the station that reports how God passes the 

promise to his people.ò  He has passed it to you, now itôs your turn! 

 

 

Sunday School News  

Sunday School Staff:  Robyn Adams (Director), Anita Faust, Brad Garner, Connie Garner,                                                

Judi Gilmore, Liz Isaly, Dan Wilke, Kim Wilke  
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