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Emmanuel Lutheran Church Almost 500 years ago, Martin Luther posted his 95 thesis pn
the door of the Wittenberg church. As Luther hammered the
nails into the door little did he know that these 95 points of
theological discussion would change the way the Western

world thinks and believes. As the consequences of this single
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o lontheridge.com event cast ripples throughout Europe, Martin Luther and the
“SeryingJeshs by Serving Otiiere” other reformers brought the light of the Gospel of Jesus out from behind the dark
_ o vei l of the Vaticanbés creation for 4dI]1I
Inside this issue: become what we now call the Lutheran Reformation. This reformation was baseld upon
Elders 2 three simple principles;

LWML Mites 4 Grace Alone  God loves the people of the world, ~ §
even though they are sinful, rebel against Him and dd
not deserve His love. He sent Jesus, His Son, to love:
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unlovable and save the ungodly.
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won forgiveness and eternal life for them. Those who ! é‘,"
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that it offers. God creates faith in Christ and gives people
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Evangelism ° forgiveness through Him.
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tcerﬁ?ﬁmidp 10 Scripture Alone  The Bible is God's inerrant and infallible Word, in which He
Music Minist 11 reveals His Law and His Gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ. It is the sole rule and
Y norm for Christian doctrine.
Publicity 12 These simple principles are still used by us today. Despite many attacks and chdllenges
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Sunday School 13 Below is a cross with dark storm clouds forming behind it. In many countries,

News churches, homes and individual lives the dark clouds of sin and
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these clouds the cross remains visible and continues to call all
. people to Jesus. With this in mind | would continue to encourage
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all of us to continue to read our bible, partake in Divine Worship
faithfully, and whenever God gives us the opportunity share agur
faith with our neighbors. As we do this the Reformation and more
importantly the Gospel of Jesus Christ remains active in our
homes, church and community.
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good and gracious God provides a holy and precious
meal to sustain and strengthen us on our pilgrim-
age—the Lord’s Supper. What a privilege it is for us to receive
this powerfully comforting gift! Thanks and praise forever be
to God for the Sacrament of the Altar.
Guide me ever; great Redeemer, pilgrim through this barren
land. I am weak, but you are mighty; Hold me with your power-
ful hand. Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, Feed me now and
evermore.'

O n the journey through our earthly life to heaven, our

‘Why do we need the Lord’s Supper?

As we examine our lives in the bright light of God’s holi-
ness, we realize how much we have sinned and how much we
need His forgiveness. Our sinfulness and the troubles, sorrows,
difficulties and stresses of our life in this fallen world are all
reasons we need the Lord’s Supper.

As greatas is our need, even greater is the life-giving meal
He has provided! It is a very personal way God works in our life
to save us, to strengthen us and to keep us close to Him. Jesus
promised to be with us always, to the very close of the age
(Matt. 28:20). Through His precious Word and Sacraments,
our Lord continues to fulfill His promise.

Our Lord Jesus Christ instituted the Sacrament of the Altar
with these words: “This is My body; given for you. This cup is My
blood of the new testament, shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins” (Matt. 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor.
11:23-25). The Lord’s Supper “is the true body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ
Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink” (Srall Catechism).

Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, leave the gloomy haunts
of sadness, come into the daylight’s splendor; there with joy your
praises render. Bless the One whose grace unbounded this amaz-
ing banquet founded. He, though heavenly, high, and holy;
deigns to dwell with you most lowly.”

‘What is Jesus giving us in the Lord’s Supper?

In the Sacrament of the Altar our Lord and Savior is con-
tinually distributing to us the body and blood of the sacrifice
He made for us, the sacrifice by which He paid for the sins of
the entire world. Thus, receiving His body and blood, we
receive forgiveness, life and salvation. Flowing from these

statement in
The following will help you understand this very important policy.
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The Sacrament of the Altar

tremendous treasures of God’s mercy are the love, peace and
hope that He gives us in His Supper, and the ability and desire
to do God’s will, living in love and harmony with others.

It is often observed how there is a foreshadowing of the
Lord’s Supper in the Old Testament discussion of how the sac-
rifices were eaten by those for whom they were offered (1 Cor.
10:18). The Scriptures indicate that without the shedding of
blood there is no forgiveness of sins (Heb. 9:22). The blood of
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin (1 John 1:7;
Matt. 26:28; Acts 20:28; Rom. 5:9; Heb. 9:14; Heb. 12:24; 1 Peter
1:18-19; Rev. 1:5; Rev. 7:14). And it is this very blood He gives in
His Supper.

Draw near and take the body of the Lord, and drink the holy
blood for you outpoured; Offered was He for greatest and for
least, Himself the victim and Himself the priest.”

How is Jesus present in His Supper?

We do not try to explain how Jesus is present under the
bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper, rather we believe, teach,
confess and rejoice that He is present. We Lutherans let the words
of Jesus stand without arguing about their possibility, or trying
to explain how they are true. As Luther put it so clearly, “We
maintain that the bread and the wine in the Supper are the true
body and blood of Christ” (SA IIL6). Everyone who communes
receives into their mouths the body and blood of Jesus Christ,
whether they believe it or not, be they worthy or unworthy.

Jesus’ Word is sure and certain. The Holy Spirit gives us
faith to trust in and believe Jesus’ words, “Given and shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins.” Faith in Christ’s promise is
what makes us worthy to receive His Supper. Christ’s words of
institution retain their validity and efficacious power and thus,
by virtue of these words, the body and blood of Christ are truly

 present, distributed and received.

Your body and your blood, once slain and shed for me, are
taken at your table, Lord, in blest reality. Search not how this
takes place, this wondrous mystery; God can accomplish vastly
more than what we think could be.*

Why do we receive the Lord’s Supper often?

We receive the Lord’s Supper often because of how much
we need what the Lord gives in His Supper. We dare never
make a law about how often an individual “should” or “must”
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